PACK 533 – American Flag Retirement Ceremony

pre-setup

1. We do these flag retirement ceremony at the two campouts annually.

2. Quartermaster checks the box at the HEB at the front month and picks up old flags
3. Have parents before flag ceremony pre-cut the flags into red strips, white stripes and blue fields
a. Bring scissor for parents to cut and pre-cut flags to campouts 
4. Cubmasters to get a fire going
a. Have bucket of water by fire per Scouting requirement
b. Select the top three Scouts that sold the most for Popcorn, Scout Coupon Book and any other fundraiser in our Pack as to have the honor of being Colorguard for this ceremony
c. Cubmaster to practice with the 3 Scout at campout before flag retirement ceremony
Flag retirement ceremony
Cubmaster Present to Pack
1. Cubmaster brings Pack to attention

2. Cubmaster Reads

a. These 3 Scouts that have the honor of being Colorguard this Flag Retirement Ceremony because they each had the highest sales for Popcorn and Scou Coupon Book fundraising.
b. Scouts hold the flag of our country in high regard.  We open our meetings with a pledge of allegiance to our flag and the country for which it stands.  We display it at our meetings and campouts.  We wear it on our uniforms.  We have come together to honor the symbol of our country and retire American flags which are no longer usable.  These flags have served as a reminder of our nation and of those who have defended our freedom.  They have served us well.  The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem of display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning.  The Boy Scouts of America is one of a few organizations that are authorized by congress to retire unserviceable flags.  
3. Color Guard... Present the Colors to be Retired

a. Color guard advances to the front, each member carrying a color of the dissected flag. 

b. Color guard posts and faces the fire.  
4. Cubmaster Reads

a. The American flag has flown through peace and war, through strife and prosperity, and has always been respected.  Honor the flag, respect the flag, and defend the flag.  Keep the flag always as a symbol of freedom, liberty, and peace in our country.  
b. Pack please joins me in the Pledge of Allegiance

c. Scouts…Salute

i. Uniformed audience members should salute.

ii. Non-uniformed audience members should place their hands over their hearts.

iii. Color guard should stand silently at a position of attention.
d. I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic, for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and Justice for all.
e. To, salute stops

f. Let these faded Flags of our Country be retired and destroyed with respectful and honorable rites. 

g. The audience shall stand at attention.

h. The white stripes signify purity and liberty.

5. Color Guard... Retire the White Stripes

a. Color guard member holding the white stripes comes forward and places the material on the fire. 

b. The salute command is given just before the material is placed on the fire. 

c. After placing the material on the fire, the color guard member salutes. 

d. The salute is held momentarily after the color guard member salutes.  

e. Scouts… Salute

f. To, salute stops

6. Cubmaster Reads

a. The red stripes represent hardiness and valor.

7. Color Guard... Retire the Red Stripes

a. Color guard member holding the white stripes comes forward and places the material on the fire. 

b. The salute command is given just before the material is placed on the fire. 

c. After placing the material on the fire, the color guard member salutes. 

d. The salute is held momentarily after the color guard member salutes.  

e. Scouts… Salute

f. To, salute stops

8. Cubmaster Reads

a. The blue field signifies vigilance, perseverance and justice.  The star is a symbol of the heavens and the divine goals to which man has aspired.  The fifty stars, clustered together unify the fifty states as one.

9. Color Guard... Retire the Blue Fields
a. Color guard member holding the blue fields comes forward and places the material on the fire. 

b. The salute command is given just before the material is placed on the fire. 

c. After placing the material on the fire, the color guard member salutes. 

d. The salute is held momentarily after the color guard member salutes.  

e. Scouts… Salute

f. To, salute stops

10. Cubmaster Reads

a. As the fire consumes the worn and tattered material in its purifying flame, let us remember the words of George Washington when the Star-spangled Banner was first flown by the Continental Army: "We take the stars from heaven and the red from our mother country. We separate the red by white stripes, thus showing that we have separated from her, and the white stripes shall go down to posterity representing liberty." Born amid the strife of battle, the American Flag has become the standard around which a free people have fought to preserve the greatest nation in the world.

b. This concludes our Flag Retirement Ceremony

c. Color Guard… Dismissed

d. The Pack may be seated.
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